critical digest 


This Week 


March 18 was picked as the date 
to start the 2 PM midweek matinee 
curtain times, The move approved 
by League of NY Theatres, all stage 
unions and traffic experts will be pro- 
moted to the theatre-going public by 
an industry campaign. Success of pro- 
gram may bring a renewed try at an 
early evening curtain test. 


Plays 


Whoop Up to close Feb 7... Jan 31 per- 
formance of The Gazebo cancelled by Times 
Square fire at Howard Johnson's when smoke 
started to enter building at curtain time... 
The Poker Game, due in NY Feb 16, folded in 
Philadelphia ...God and Kate Murphy moved 
NY debut from Feb 18 to first week in March 
... ‘Raisin in the Sun , originally due in NY 
Feb 10, added 2 week Chicago run and will now 
open in NY March 9 at Barrymore... Listen 
to the Mocking Bird sets and costumes des- 
troyed by fire at Shubert, Washington ...New 
adaptation of Strindberg's Miss Julie by Will- 
iam de Lys due next season,..The Warm Pen- 
insula which will tour a full year picked Oct 
22 for NY debut. 


Players 


Dennis King to replace Herbert Marshall, 
Good Will Ambassador, latter suffered heart 
attack in Los Angeles. Political satire by Harry 
Tarvin has set back NY opening to April 2 , 
after overseas debut in Dublin March 2.. 
Orson Bean to co-star in Say Darling at City 
Center...Pamela Charles replaced Sally Ann 
Howes, My Fair Lady... Marjorie Steele has 
joined Lovely Star, Good Night... Ralph Bell- 
amy re-signed to continue in Sunrise at Cam - 
pobello through 1959, .. Walter Slezak, The Gaz- 
ebo ,to make Metropolitan Opera debut next 
Season as guest singer in The Gypsy Baron , 
staged by Cyril Ritchard ... Frances Williams 
star of Shubert and Scandals musicals died of 
cancer in NY at age 55, 


Special Events 


Feb 9 week proclaimed "' City Center 
Week" by Mayor Robert F, Wagner in honor 
of 15th anniversary... Eastern States Theatre 
Assoc, representing 300 groups, met at RCA 
Exhibition Hall, and elected Dr. C. Robert 
Kase, Univ of Deleware, president... Talent 
'59 to be held May 5 and May 8. 


Tickets 


West Side Story tickets may be reserved 
by phone for Mon to Fri performances, 


139 East 47 St. 
EL 5-6894 


The Saintliness of Margery Kempe- 
York-64th St & Ist Av 272. New Drama 
Productions present comedy-drama by 
James Wulp, based on 14th century auto- 
biography, featuring Frences Sternhagen, 
directed by James Price...An Enemy of 
the People -Actors Playhouse -100-7th 
Av s 2/4, Frankel-Karp-Sperduto-Blos- 
sum present Arthur Miller's adaptation 
of Ibsen classic, originally presented on 
Broadway in 1951. Staged by Gene Fran - 
kel with Ward Costello, Lois Holmes... 
Redhead -46th St 2/5. Robert Fryer & 
Lawrence Carr present new musical by 
late Herbert Fields, Dorothy Fields , 
Sidney Sheldon, David Shaw, music by 
Albert Hague, lyrics by Miss Fields, 
Starring Gwen Verdon, staged by Bob 
Fosse...The Rivelry - Bijou 2/ 7. 
Cheryl Crawford & Joel Schenker present 
Norman Corwin's adaptation of the Lin- 
coln -Douglas debates.With Richard 
Boone, Nancy Kelly, Martin Gabel. 


The Legend of Lizzie- 54th St 2/9. 
Hartney Arthur& Nat Stevens present 
new melodrama by Reginald Lawrence 
with Douglass Montgomery, Anne Meacham, 
staged by Hartney Arthur...The Most 
Happy Fella-City Center 2/10. First of 
new series of musicals staged by Dania 
Krupska, with Paula Stewart, Art Lunt , 
Norman Atkins...La Madre-Blackfriars 
320 W 57- 2/ll. Blackfriars Guild pre- 
sents new drama by Sister Mary Francis, 
staged by Dennis Gurney...A Clearing in 
the Woods-Sheridan Sq 2/12. Paul Michael 
& Gayle Hinckley present second in series 
of revivals of plays by Arthur Laurents, 
with Nancy Wickwire, Gene Lyons,..Electra 
-Rita Allen-120 Madison 2/13, Allen Cassel 
Rigby present Sophocles' tragedy with Jud- 
ith Evelyn, Murray Matheson, Frances Ad- 
ler, staged by Dr. Patricia MclIllwrath. 


Drama Desk 


Feb 9 meeting of NY Theatre Editors 
& Reporters guests include--Howard Lind- 
say, Russel Crouse, David Susskind, Peter 
Glenville. 


ZY 


The Medium staged by author Gian 
Carlo Menotti will be presented on Feb 
15 NBC Omnibus, George M. Cohan's 
45 Minutes from Broadway to be pre - 
sented on NBC Omnibus March 15... 
Maurice Evans to star in 30 minute 
version of Caesar and Cleopatra on 
GE Theatre, Emmet Lavery to do the 
adaptation for CBS film show. 


NY 17 NY 
T.M, Kraus 


Off Broadway 


People and Puppets closed... Power 
and Glory and Mistresses and Maidens 
slated to close Feb 8...The Royal Gam- 
bit postponed debut from Feb 3 to Feb 
23 at Sullivan St. Dran and Tani Seitz 
have left cast,and Phil Lawrence has 
replaced Dran Seitz as director. 


The Buffalo Skinner by Lonny Chap- 
man will open Feb 19 at Theatre Mar- 
quee, forcing She Shall Have Music to 
find new location... Electra debut moved 
to Feb 13...George Bauer signed as mus- 
ical director of Lend an Ear due in Feb 
++-Ole!, a new Spanish musical based 
on "La Chulapona", presented by Max 
Leavitt, featuring Ruth Kobart to open 
March 19 at Greenwich [Mews...Ker- 
mit Murdock returned to Man Who Never 
Died after 4 weeks absence due to ill- 
ness, William Woodson subbed... Rob- 
ert Geiringer, Power and Glory, has 
changed stage name to Robert Gerringer, 
and will appear in Beaux Strategem, at 
Phoenix, Feb 24...Ronald Weyand to 
play title role in The Golem at St. Marks 
Playhouse Feb 24, 


Theatre Film Notes 


West Side Story film rights sold 
to United Artists for $350,000, Once 
More With Feeling to Columbia for 


$350, 000. 
Theatre Book Notes 


Requiem for a Nun published by 
Random House, notes that book is ad- 
apted for stage by Ruth Ford, from the 
novel by William Faulkne:...Ulysses in 
Nighttown and The Disenchanted also 
published by Random House... Alice 
Lewisohn, living in Switzerland, now 
writing book on Neighborhood Play - 
house, 


Theatre Record Notes 


Maurice Chevalier to make a 
single record of "Nobody Throw 
Those Bulls" from Whoop Up. 


Winter Stock 


King and I opens winter season 
of Palm Beach Musicarnival Feb 10 
.-.Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, 
NJ, re-opens March 30... Joan Hovis 
to play lead in package of Babes in 
Arms opening March 30 at Royal 
Poinciana Playhouse, Palm Beach, Fla 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Rashomon- Music Box 1/27. 5 pros- including 4 raves- 
and 2 cons- Herald Tribune, News- filed on David Susskind 
and Hardy Smith presentation of Fay and Michael Kanin's 
adaptation of 2 short stories by Ryunosuke Akuta, upon which 
film of same name was based. Claire Bloom, Rod Steiger, 
Akim Tamiroff, Oscar Homolka, featured in cast directed by 
Peter Glenville, sets and costumes by Oliver Messel. 4 raves 
from Times, Mirror, Post, World Telegram & Sun aisle-sitters 
applauded every element of production, while McClain, Jour- 
nal American also okayed production but felt it was special- 
ized entertainment with a few short lagging moments. The 
materials of the theatre have been molded into strange and 
fascinating shapes, with superb acting, top direction, pure 
art of the theatre, cheers Atkinson, Times. Stunning, gripping 
production, played to hilt by stellar cast,a triumph of stage- 
craft, agreed Coleman, Mirror. Handsome, exciting product- 
ion, brilliant acting makes theatre powerfully alive, praised 
Watts, Post, Grand entertainment, a philosphical who-dunit, 
okayed Aston,WTS. Dissenters differed in reasons for dis- 
liking play. Kerr, Herald Tribune, was disappointed because 
show contained dozens of exotic images,is beautifully staged 
and acted, and an handsome , inviting theatrical experiment. 
But he fears play falters seriously in drawing sting from its 
ultimate truth in its ending. Chapman, News, panned play as 
a pretentious bore, overwritten, overset, overacted and over- 
directed. Journal American audience poll rated it 4 pro, 0 con. 


Tall Story- Belasco 1/29. 6 pros-mostly mild- and 1 con- 
Post- filed on Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse new comedy, 
an adaptation of Howard Nemerov's novel "The Homecoming 
Game", presented by Emmett Rogers and Robert Weiner, 
staged by Herman Shumlin, and featuring Hans Conried and 
Marian WInters. Though most expressed mild approval of 
comedy, Coleman, Mirror, billed it as hilarious,a very funny 
show, fast paced with an excellent cast. Majority of affirm- 
ative voters found funny moments, but not the uproarious item 
they expected. Atkinson, Times, found many amusing lines, 
characters, situations, but wondered if it would not have been 
twice as funny if it had been half as loud, Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une, enjoyed attractive and affectionate malice, though he felt 
much of it was reminiscent. Chapman, News, admitted that 
while audience was laughing all the time, he only found some 
of it amusing. He especially enjoyed comic portrayal of Marc 
Connelly. McClain, Journal American, billed first act as dull 
and corny, but then thought play became amiable, if not hilar- 
ious, fun, Aston, WTS, suggested that finicky will smile, while 
most will bellow. Sole dissenter Watts, Post, marked it as 
fair mechanical fun at best, with some occasional humor, lik- 


able, but i 1a Journal American audience poll 
voted 5 pro, 1 con. 


Requiem for a Nun- Golden 1/30. 3 pros-Herald Tribune, 
Post, World Telegram & Sun- and 4 cons- Times, News, Mirror, 
Journal American- filed on William Faulkner's adaptation of his 
novel presented by Theatre Guild, Richard Myers, Julius Fleisch- 
mann, staged by Tony Richardson, starring Ruth Ford and Zachary 
Scott. Split was on script, with most reviewers approving acting 
and production. Heading pro side was Kerr, Herald Tribune, who 
approved the original and stimulating achievement, and recom - 
mended it for those who are willing to risk a calculated, some- 
what overwritten , but wholly valid experiment. Watts, Post , 
felt it was consistently interesting without ever being more than 
momentarily moving. Author's lack of dramatic experience was 
given as one reason for this. Negative viewers thought this a 
major point, Atkinson, Times, found play a long, dark dialogue, 
much unclear, some not every interesting, though every element 
in Faulkner's own mood, As murky and sordid and confusing as 
the author himself, panned Chapman, News. Episodic, repetitious, 
sordid with mixed acting styles,a play only for Faulkner fans, 
noted Coleman, Mirror. Work of great power fails as entity to 
evoke deep emotional reaction. Journal American McClain said. 
Paper's audience poll voted 3 pro, 0 con. 


People and Puppets-Theatre East- 211 E 60- 1/26-2/1.6 cons 
filed on short plays of Shaw, O'Casey and D., Figel-Hartman 
presented by Wayne Brown and Marvin Goldstein. Shakes versus 
Shav puppet play byGBS approved by Gelb, Times, Crist, Herald 
Tribune, though remaining were disappointed. O'Casey's The 
Cat and the Moon also drew a few mild votes, though remainder 
of program marked as banal and meaningless by rest. Show 
closed after 9 performances, Elek Hartman was puppet master. 


PUERTO 


RICO 


DRAMA 


San Juan's Teatra Tapia, built in 1824, where the current 
Puerto Rican Drama Festival is housed, is a wonderful stone 
building with a fine personality, lovingly maintained, reports 
Atkinson, Times. Externally it has the cool dignity of an old 
European theatre, it is now finished in deep ivory with white 
trim. Internally it is blue and red with wide aisles and roomy 
lobbies. It seats 856 in the orchestra, boxes and two parterres. 
The stage is raked, the backstage facilities are ample. In de- 
sign, taste and comfort, the Tapia is one of the most inviting 
theatres in this part of the world. 


Productions presented by Barry Yellin, staged by Sidney 
Walters with NY Equity casts are on the level of winter stock, 
Times critic rated. To a NY theatregoer, they seem lacking 
in pressure and tension, The characterizations cannot be suf- 
ficiently explored in the brief rehearsal and playing periods, 
and the relationships between the characters cannot be closely 
joined, But the work is professional, the stage point of view 
toward the themes is informed. Current is Nancy Coleman 
in The Country Girl. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


Flower Drum Song music played by Andre Kostelanetz 
orchestra (Columbia) approved by Herm, Variety. Rodgers 
music gets the spotlight in this smoothly executed instru - 
mental set, extracting full lilt and charm... Flower Drum 
Song tunes played by Norris Nanton jazz trio ( Warner) _ 
also okayed by trade mugg. Nanton plays a solid piano , 
expressive of many colorings while retaining a swinging 
quality. 


LONDON 


STAGE 


VIEWS 


Value of out-of-town tryouts for plays questioned by 
"Stage" editorial after failure of Denis Cannan's new com- 
edy Who's Your Father? , a box-office and audience hit 
during its road tour, was panned by the London critics. 

A few weeks out of town is naturally beneficial to the cast, 
if only to give them a chance to get under the skin of their 
parts,to get used to living in the costumes, to time any 
intricate bits of business and to become part and parcel 
of the production. But what is the use of polishing the 
comedy, if lines which produce hysteria in Liverpool are 
later received in stony silence in London? What must be 
more confusing is the fact that lines which pass unnoticed 
in Liverpool, may be singled out as show-stoppers intown. 
The West End and the Provinces seem to be entirely dif- 
ferent worlds, which are getting further and further apart. 
Out-of-Town reaction, far from helping actors and pro - 
ducers, might even mislead them, 


What is the answer, asks British trade weekly. Should 
a play open cold in London? Should there be a series of 
previews given to invited audiences, consisting of a typical 
crosssection of the population of the capital? Even that 
may not work, because people who have been invited to a 
play do not regard it in the same way as those who have 
paid for their own hard-earned cash for seats. There is 
no way out-no way of really discovering what the public 
wants. The try-out has undoubted uses, but standing-room 
only on the Tees, does not mean that houses will nec- 
essarily be full on the Thames, 


IN 
KK 
SN 
| 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


BENEFIT HOUSE SEATS...Limit on house seats on benefit 
nights sought by Mrs. Bennett Cerf, representing a group 
of non-profit organizations which hold 200 theatre parties 
per season. Group threatens ban unless all producers 
agree to limit house seats to 48 for musicals and 36 for 
straight plays, seats to be divided equally among "good, " 
"fair''and "poor' locations. Shuberts, City Playhouses 
and Kermit Bloomgarden agree to this formula, but both 
Bloomgarden and Louis Lotito, City Playhouses, told Little 
that often the individual producer has his back to wall on 
house seats for stars and equally famous designers, dir- 
ectors, writers ,all of whom have their nightly allotment 
of house seats written directly into their contracts, Watt, 
News, surprised to learn that Broadway theatres have 
plenty of bad seats to offer customers. No matter how 
they figure it out, the same number of playgoers are going 
to get the same number of bad seats and go away mad, 


COLUMN TIPS...Producer of an incoming show threatened 
by actress that if he shows up at opening he will be given 
a summons in front of audience and critics alleging him 
the father of her unborn child, whispers Winchell, Mirror 
... June Havoc consented to being portrayed in Gypsy, for 
a percentage, reports Lyons, Post.,.Lerner & Loewe' s 
next project to be a musical about the King Arthur legend, 
hears Walker, News. 


PLAYHOUSE DEARTH...Only seven out of the 30 NY legit 
theatres have done profitable business over the last five 
years and if the present trend continues less than a dozen 
theatres will be available in the entire US for touring 
shows within a few years, comments Morrison, Variety. 
These would include the four major eastern tryout spots. 
The crux of the matter is that there can't be any shows, 
good or bad, unless there are theatres to house them, Un- 
less the supply of touring shows is substantially increased, 
or some form of subsidy is arranged, there simply will be 
no place for anything but powerhouse grossers to play. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...2 PM midweek curtain time approved 
as good step by Funke, Times, who also urged adoption of an 
early evening curtain time to allow suburbanite to get out of 
theatre at 10 PM... Watts, Post, still trying to figure how 
those maidens fit into title of Maidens and Mistresses at 
Home at theZoo,..In fore-mentioned one act play,as in 
many another contemporary play, the removal of layer 
after layer of surface tissue exposes deeper and deeper 
cankerous roots, examines Kerr, Herald Tribune, who asks 
if when we look in the mirror we see ourselves sick? ... 
Many dramatists, assuming a high-nosed attitude toward 
themselves and their work, pretend that others are absy - 
mally ignorant about the mysteries and subtleties of their 
trade,and many warmed by public approval, have the false 
belief that they are literary figures, notes Chapman, News. 


PRO THEATRE AID...The case for subsidies to repertory 
groups backed by Sol Hurok on WRCA-TV NY Times Youth 
Forum, though some of the high school guests disagreed. 
Hurok stated that the American people are hungry for the 
art the repertory companies could dispense. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Any English actor who tries to 
make a living on Broadway, unless he's very big, is out 
of his mind, Robert Stephens, Epitaph for George Dillon, 
told World Telegram & Sun reporter. The competition is 
too much, The English repertory system makes it sothat 
most actors can work 40 weeks out of 52... Actors are al- 
ways in danger of being overbuilt by critics, Christopher 
Plummer, J.B.,told Wershba, Post. They can ruin an 
actor by being too extravagant in their praise. In NY there 
is always the chance of becoming an overnight star, but if 
an actor turns in a poor performance next time around, 
the critics are embarrassed, 


Rashomon 


is exciting theatre at every level, Superb 
craftsmen have brillantly combined their talents to present 
one of the handsomest and most original productions in many 
seasons, Sets, music and lighting play as vital a part in the 
magic as the excellent acting, writing and direction, Off-beat 
casting is truly flabbergasting and a tribute to insight of pro- 
ducers and director. 


* * 


Tall Story is pleasant, though extra-loud, fun, thanks to 
speedy direction and fast footwork of main player more than 
inspired comedy of authors. Script, miles below best work 
of famed authors, is commercial item that will reap in cash 
for years from college and summer theatres. 


* * 


People and Puppets is collection of undistinguished 
skits with actors and puppets to match. There seems no 
reasonable excuse to use either actors and/or puppets in 
any of the short plays. Though advertised for "adults" 
quality of writing and performance are more on par for 
children, 


* * 


7 30 PM curtain twice per week , suggested as next 
pian if the 2 PM midweek matinee plan is successful, is 
the best news the suburbanite theatre-goer has had in 
years, The half-hearted attempts at a 7 30 PM curtain 
failed for a complete lack of publicity on the project, but 
with the impetuous of the 2 PM switch and a promised 
industry-wide campaign to inform the public, the .ar_v 
curtain could work, The 3 hour wait from the average 
5 PM office closing to the 8 30 PM curtain has long been 
a good reason for Long Island, Westchester and New Jer- 
sey residents to give up theatre except for special events. 
The cutting down of late evening commutter service has 
become even a better excuse, A sincere try at a 7 30 PM 
curtain may be the best medicine the always dying legit 
theatre has ever had, 


* * 


A new parlor game for theatre fans might be the naming of 
NY theatre bars after famous actors who played important roles 
in certain theatres, British trade journal "Stage" suggests that 
naming such a watering stop after a theatre person might be an 
added way of giving honors to those who deserve them, If and 
when the practice of theatre bars is adopted in NY it would be 
wise to be ready with a method of selecting the proper names. 
What theatre owner could possibly have the needed self control 
not to name the bar after the infamous instead of the famous. 
Candidates, male and female, come to mind by the score. "Stage" 
also suggests naming of "new" streets in West End after theatre 
folk, also an idea worthy of study in NY when and if new build- 
ings, hotels, etc give us new streets. At the moment Shubert 
Alley has a monopoly on the field, but it is certainly not too 
soon to start worrying about how such alleys would be named, 
if there were any alleys. 


* 


Are you sitting in a "good", "fair" or "bad" seat? These 
frank labels were pinned on the types of house seats the bene- 
fit chairmen would allow theatre managers to hold, but they 
also must apply to all the seats in the orchestra, whether they 
be sold at box-office or advanced charity prices. The fact that 
the owners themselves agree to such brands is perhaps the 
best argument for looking into Roger Stevens plan of a graduated 
price scale, Though the producer's announced idea was to up 
the price of the top seats,to almost as much as the traffic 
will allow, it might be wise to consider lowering the tab on 
the "bad" orchestra seats instead. 


* * 
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This weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST presents up-to-date data on current business and 


critical reaction to current Broadway and Of{ Broadway shows. Top week-end box office 
prices and opening dates are listed. 


SUBSCRIBERS may phone, write or call in person for any other specific data and/or for 
details of late reviews. 


"C"-Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO reviews filed by 7 NYC daily reviewers. 
PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the 
critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit or not. 


"B"-Business-figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week. %%B figures 
refer to percentage of past week's attendance and indicates current availability of tickets. 
CAP figures refer to gross capacity of houses On Broadway in thousands of dollars. Figures 
that follow are gross estimates by VARIETY for past week and previous weeks' business. 
All figures in thousands of dollars. Thus 100% B-Cap $68--$68 $64--means that the past 
week the attraction was a sell-out, with a gross of $68, 000, the previous week the gross 

was $64,000, etc. 


BELLS ARE RINGING 


251 W 52 80% C- Show 2 Con-Times, WTS-100% Judy H. 
Alvin $8.05- 11/29/56 


CI 5-5226 70% B- Cap $59--$43 $33 $25 $52 $37 $22 $41 


COLD WIND & WARM 
Morosco $5, 75 -12/8/58 


235 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro- Times. J. Am, Post 
CI 6-6230 70% B- Cap $38--$26 $23 $17 $24 $23 $25 


DISENCHANTED 230 W 49 80% C- 2 Con- H. Trib, Mir-4 raves (Post mild) 
Coronet $6. 90- 12/3/58 CI 6-8870 65% B- Cap $36--$26 $26 $18 $25 $22 $24 $29 
EPITAPH GEO DILLON 121 W 43 40% C- 3 Pro-Mirror, Post, WTS 

Miller $3. 60- 11/4/58 BR 9-3970 50% B- Cap $20--$10 $7 

FLOWER DRUM SONG 246 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- Post 

St James $8.05- 12/1/58 LA 4-4664 100% B- Cap $62--$62 $62 $62 $64 $62 $62 $62 


GAZEBO 
Lyceum $6. 90-12/12/58 


143 W 45 60% C- 4 Pro-Times, Trib, J, Am, News 
JU 6-7950 65% B- Cap $31--$24 $24 $18 $26 $20 $15 $14 


GOLDILOCKS 


235 W 46 30% C- 2 Pro- H, Trib, News 
Lunt $9. 90- 10/11/58 


JU 6-5555 50% B- Cap $68--$35 $30 $25 $41 $37 $37 $45 


JAMAICA 255 W 45 40% C- Show 3 Pro-Times, J. Am, Post 
Imperial $8, 35-10/31/57 CO 5-2412 70% B- Cap $--$41 $37 $30 $45 $36 $28 $40 
J.B. 245 W 52 100% C- 7 raves for play & players 

ANTA $6.90 12/11/58 Cl 6-6270 95% B- Cap $49--$44 $45 $41 $46 $43 $37 

LA PLUME 242 W 45 100% C- 6 raves- Times milder 

Royale $7. 50-11/11/58 CI 5-5760 100% B- Cap $41--$43 $43 $42 $41 $41 $40 $41 
LOOK HOMEWARD 243 W 47 100% C- news leads 2 pro- | con ( Times ) 
Barrymore $6.90 11/28/57 Cl 6-0390 50% B- Cap $41--$22 $17 $17 $29 $27 $17 $22 
MAKE A MILLION 137 W 48 60% C- 4 Pro- H. Trib, Mir, J. Am, Post 
Playhouse $6. 90- 10/24/58 CI 5-6060 60% B- Cap $36--$23 $21 $17 $25 $23 $14 $19 
MARRIAGE GO ROUND 236 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro- Times, News, WTS 

Plymouth $6.90 10/29/58 cl 6-9156 100% B- Cap $42--$43 $41 $42 $43 $42 $41 
MUSIC MAN 245 W 45 100% C- 6 pro raves show H. Trib milder 
Majestic $8.05- 12/19/57 CI 6-0730 100% B- Cap $68- $69 $69 $69 $73 $69 $69 $69 
MY FAIR LADY 235 W 51 100% C- 7 raves play, 4 okay new leads 
Hellinger $8.05- 3/15/56 PL 7-7064 100% B- Cap $68- $69 $69 $64 $73 $69 $69 $69 
ONCE MORE FEELING 210 W 41 60% C- 4 Pro-Times, Post, J. Am, WTS 
National $6. 90- 10/21/58 WI 7-5510 75% B- Cap $44--$33 $31 $22 $30 $23 $24 $35 
PLEASURE COMPANY 220 Ww 48 90% C- 1 Con- Post 

Longacre $6. 90- 10/22/58 CI 6-5639 100% B- Cap $37--$35 $36 $34 $37 $36 $36 $36 
R ASHOMON 255 W 45 80% C- 2 con- Trib, News- 4 raves 

Music Box $7. 50 1/27/59 Cl 6-4636 100% B- Cap $$38--$38 

REQUIEM FOR NUN 264 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro- H.Trib, Post, WTS 

Golden $6. 90-1/30/59 Cl 6-6740 Cap $30 

SUNRISE CAMPOBELLO 138 W 48 100% C- 7 raves for R. Bellamy & play 

Cort $6.90- 1/30/58 CI 5-5289 90% B- Cap $37--$32 $30 $27 $39 $35 $28 $35 
THIRD BEST SPORT 215 W 49 10% C- 1 pro play-News-100% C, Holm 
Ambassador $6. 90-12/30/58 CO 5-1855 55% B- Cap $43--$25 $22 $18 $23 

TOUCH POET 210 W 46 100% C- 4 raves play & players 

Hayes $7.50 10/2/58 CI 6-6380 75% B- Cap $43--$32 $32 $29 $40 $38 $35 $40 
TWO SEE SAW 222 W 45 90% C- 1 Con-WTS- 5 raves script & cast 
Booth $6.90 1/16/58 CI 6-5969 95% B- Cap $31--$28 $26 $21 $31 $26 $21 $26 
TALL STORY 15 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- Post- most mild tone 

Belasco $6.90 1/29/59 JU 6-7950 Cap $38 

WEST SIDE STORY 1634 Bway 100% C- 7 pros for dances, musical, etc 

W. Garden $7.50 9/27/57 CI 5-4878 75% B- Cap $64--$45 $40 $37 $60 $52 $33 $38 
WHOOP UP 225 W 44 20% C- 2 Pro- WTS, News 

Shubert $8.05- 12/22/58 Cl 6-5990 55% B- Cap $59--$39 $43 $29 $42 $9 

WORLD S, WONG 235 W 44 60% C- 4 Pro-Mir,J. Am, WTS, Post 
Broadhurst $6. 90- 10/14/58 Cl 6-6699 100% B- Cap $47--$46 $45 $45 $47 $45 $45 $46 


LONDON CALENDAR 


Feb 1- Clown Jewels-Victoria Palace 
Feb 10- A Taste of Honey-Wyndham's 
Mar 4- The Magistrate-Old Vic 


OFF BROADWAY 


BOY FRIEND 31 Comm, 
Cherry Lane $4.60 1/26/58 CH 2-4468 
CRUCIBLE 32 & Bway 
Martinque $4. 15-3/11/58 PE 6-3056 
FASHION 62E4 
Royal $3. 90- 1/20/59 GR 5-9647 
HAMLET S, GREEN 162-2nd Av 
Cricket $4. 60-11/14/58 OR 4-3960 
HELOISE 162-2nd Av 
Gate $3.90- 9/25/58 OR 4-8796 


IVANOV 144 Bleecker 
Renata $3. 45-10/7/58 OR 4-3210 
LOOK BACK ANGER 123 W 41 
4ist St $5. 75-11/7/58 BR 9-3631 
MAN WHO NEVER 351 E 74 
Jan Hus $3. 45-11/21/58 LE 5-6310 
MANY LOVES 530- 6th Av. 
Living $3. 45- 1/13/59 CH 3-4569 
ON THE TOWN 889-7th Av 
Carn. Play $4. 50-1/15/59 CI 6-6630 
QUARE FELLOW 5 Sher Sq 
Circle $3, 90-11/27/58 OR 5-9437 
SHE SHALL HAVE 110 E 59 

T. Marquee $4, 60-1/25/59 PL 3-2576 

3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris. 
De Lys $4.85- 9/20/55 WA 4-8782 


TIS PITY WHORE 115 MacDoug 


Players $3.90 12/5/58 AL 5-5076 
OFF BWAY LEAGUE 162-2nd Av 
TICKET RESERVATION OR 7-1010 


5 Pro- Times, H,Trib, J, Am, 
WTS, Post 


7 Pro- Unanimous raves 
revival Miller drama 


7 Pro- 3 raves-Post,WTs, J. Am 
1 Pro- News ( rave ) 
6 Con- 


5 Pro- Times.H. Trib, WTS, Post, J, Am, 
2 Con- Mirro, News 


6 Pro- 5 rave ( no review from Mirror) 
2 Pro- News, WTS 
3 Pro- Post, J. Am, WTS 


3 Con- Times, H. Trib, Mirror 


1 Pro- Times 
2 Con- H.Trib, Post 


5 Pro- Times, Trib, Mir, J. Am, WTS 
2 Con- News, Post 


5 Pro- Times, Mir, News, WTS, J, Am. 
2 Con- H. Trib, Post 


5 Pro- Trib, News, Mir,J. Am, WTS 
2 Con- Times, Post 


3 Pro- Times. H.Trib, Post 
3 Pro- Times. H.Trib, Post 
2 Con- J, Am, WTS 


Ticket reservations accepted for 
League of Off Broadway Theatre shows 


TV THEATRE PROGRAMS 


Feb 5- NBC- Berkley Square on Hall of Fame with John Kerr 


Feb 15- NBC- The Me diim on Omnibus 


Feb 24- CBS- Hamlet on Show of Month with Old Vic Company 
Mar l- ABC- You Asked for It with theatre workers 


Mar 8- NBC- Maria Golovin with Broadway cast 


THEATRE 


Saintliness of M. Kempe- York 2/2 
Enemy of People-Actors Play 2/4 
Redhead- 46th St 2/5 

Rivalry- Bijou 2/7 

Legend of Lizzie-54th St 2/9 

Most Happy Fella- City Center 2/10 
Le Madre-Blackfriars 2/11 

A Clearing in the Woods-Sher Sq 2/12 
Electra- Rita Allen 2/13 

A Majority of One- Shubert 2/16 
Buffalo Skinner- T, Marquee 2/19 

A Boy Growing Up- 2/23 

Royal Gambit-Sullivan St 2/23 
Beaux Stratagem-Phoenix 2/24 
Golem- St Marks 2/25 

Say Darling-City Center 2/25 


CD PROS & 


CALENDAR 


Look After Lulu-Miller 3/3 
Kataki- 3/3 

Juno- Winter Garden 3/5 

God & Kate Murphy 3/? 
Raisin' in Sun- 3/9 

Lovely Star, Good Night 3/9 
Sweet Bird of Youth-Beck 3/10 
First Impressions- Alvin 3/12 
Ole- G. Mews 3/19 

A Desert Incident 3/24 
Oedipus- Davenport 3/? 


Triple Bill- 4/ 1 
Goodwill Ambassador 4/2 
Destry Rides Again -Imperial 4/24 


Gypsy- Broadway 5/7 
Viva Villa- 10/7 

At Drop of Hat- 10/8 
Warm Peninsula-10/22 


CONS 


PROS: Disenchanted, La Plume, Look Homeward, Make Million, Music Man, 
My Fair Lady, Once More Feeling, Pleasure Company, Rashomon, 
Sunrise Campobello, Tall Story, Touch Poet, Two See Saw, West Side Story 
Boy Friend, Crucible, Fashion, Hamlet S, Green’ Ivanov, Many Loves, 
Quare Fellow, Man Who  / Never Died, On the Town, Tis Pity, 3 Penny. 


CONS: Gazebo, Goldilocks, J,B,,Marriage Go Round, Whoop Up, World S. Wong 


She Shall Have Music 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SERVICE--- 
now in its 10th year of service to theatre professionals--directors- 
producers-investors-editor s-teachers-college libraries-drama 


) departments-etc- coast to coast--presents each week of the year 
. a a concise 15 minute summary of all theatre news, comments, reviews, 
) etc--contained in the past week's 2190 pages of 7 NYC daily news- 
cD papers.. PLUS Fact chart of critical & business reaction.. Up-to 
date theatre calendar... Free Research & Late Review Data--via 


mail, phone or in person,,Summer issues cover strawhat scene 


$25 per year 


and previews of winter-spring plans 


| 


